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Dear FPEF members,

Our recent survey amongst members has delivered interesting results that I would like to share with you:

Membership period: The majority have been members for three, up to ten years.

Reasons for FPEF membership: Around 86% of our members have joined the FPEF for two main reasons, namely 
access to information and to ensure credibility in the marketplace.

Mediation service: About 77% of our members are aware of our mediation service – 75% of those who made use of 
this service had their issues resolved successfully, whilst 20% were not completely satisfied with the outcome.

Market access: About 50% of respondents indicated that the FPEF should primarily help to identify and remove 
trade barriers. It is also important that the FPEF assists in maintaining and growing existing markets; help to increase 
market access to the Far East and in Central Europe, and provide markets with an importers’ directory.

Industry representation: Members are generally aware of FPEF representation on numerous industry bodies, such 
as different Boards, national and international committees, associations 
and forums, but not many knew that the FPEF is represented on the Fruit 
Industry Value Chain Roundtable (FIVCRT) and the Bactrocera Invadens 
Steering Committee (BiSc).

Information: FPEF members mostly require market-related 
information and statistics. Many also requested guidelines about 
transformation and the development of emerging exporters, 
including information on compliance with the relevant legislation.

We appreciate your responses and will strive to address your requests
and provide excellent service.

To conclude, I would like to remind you of the upcoming FPEF Annual
General Meeting (AGM), which will be hosted on 22 November at the
Eureka Estate in Hooggelegen Road, Durbanville.

Best regards and enjoy this newsletter!

Anton Kruger
FPEF CEO 
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POST-HARVEST INNOVATION (PHI) PROGRAMME

PHI presentation to the National Treasury

The PHI Programme has previously received funding via the Sector Innovation Fund (SIF) of the 
Department of Science and Technology (DST). However, the future of the Programme is uncertain due 
to National Treasury financial constraints and the fact that renewed funding is required for the 
continuation of PHI.

On 15 August 2017, the FPEF had the honour of delivering a presentation on PHI to the National 
Treasury. The presentation was focused on stating a case for the continuation of PHI by reporting on the 
progress, achievements and commercial value of the PHI Programme. During the presentation, 
several case studies were highlighted to demonstrate the commercial value of specific research projects, 
for example:

Increased lemon and grapefruit exports:
Lemons and grapefruit are susceptible to chilling injury (CI) when exposed to low, non-freezing 
temperatures during cold sterilisation, which eliminates phytosanitary pests. Chilling injury is responsible 
for lower grapefruit export volumes to so-called special markets. A project, focused on understanding the 
role of lycopene (yellow/pink/orange pigment) in the rind of the fruit, found a strong correlation between 
lycopene content and CI susceptibility.

This led to the development of colour sorting standards in pack sheds, according to which susceptible 
fruit were diverted to markets that do not require cold sterilisation. Thanks to this research, South African 
exports to the USA, China and South Korea have grown 21-fold! Since 2012, the cumulative premium 
earned was R90 million in China and R59 million in South Korea.

Favourable forecast for pomegranates:
Pomegranates are regarded as ‘super fruit’, due to their health benefits. As a fledgling industry in South 
Africa, there is very limited information about pomegranate production and handling protocols. In 
addition, the industry has experienced huge problems with decay – as high as 30% in exported fruit.

Certain projects, supported by PHI and the industry, focused on developing baseline information about 
the harvest maturity, packaging, storage and decay epidemiology of pomegranates. The Pomegranate 
Association of South Africa (POMASA) estimates a benefit to industry of R20 million to R45 million in the 
coming season through improved fruit quality and lower decay incidence.
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During the past three years, several knowledge products were also developed of which the following 
are included:

• Cost-effective storage protocols to control superficial scald on ‘Granny Smith’ apples and 
     ‘Packham’s Triumph’ pears;
• Irradiation technology for citrus that can sterilise insect larvae, such as false codling moth and 

various fruit fly species. This technology can be used instead of the injurious cold sterilisation
      protocol;
• New production processes that supplement biological agents for fungal control in stone fruit;
• Non-destructive technologies that predict the quality of citrus fruit;
• A harvest and storage protocol for the new ‘Cheeky’ pear cultivar, to help maintain fruit quality 

and minimise losses;
• Fundamental knowledge on the physiology of mealiness in ‘Forelle’ pears, which can lead to 
      risk profiling and assist with the sorting process;
• A comprehensive tool for the maturity prediction of pomegranates, and a colour chart for 
     the grading and sorting of pomegranate cultivars;
• Modified storage temperature regimes for the ‘Hass’ and ‘Maluma’ avocado cultivars.

The importance of the continuation of PHI:
During the presentation to the National Treasury, the following key points emphasised how important 
it is for the PHI Programme to continue:

• PHI is focused on export market-driven research, development and innovation (RDI), 
     identified by industries, which is relevant by virtue of co-funding;
• Smaller industries now have access to research and development (R&D) funding, which would 

not have been possible without PHI;
• PHI has made a considerable contribution to industry R&D from a financial perspective, 
     enabling more postharvest R&D and innovation;
• The Programme is aligned to the Government’s agenda on transformation and empowerment 
      of marginalised communities and individuals. This includes the facilitation of training and 
      technology transfer to emerging farmers, as well as horticultural development plans for 
      Bushbuckridge (Mpumalanga) and Thulamela (Limpopo);
• With the current industry partnership model, considering the critical role of PHI in the postharvest 

landscape, the Programme needs to expand to include more fresh produce commodities;
• PHI provides increased knowledge and researcher capacity;
• It facilitates increased training of next-generation researchers and contributes to a sustainable 

innovation system within the industry;
• PHI provides increased optimisation of current capacity and creates opportunities for new 
     capacity, broadening the research base; 
• Student development at MSc and PhD level, with the talent remaining in industry, is a continued 

important outcome of the PHI Programme.

The FPEF is hopeful that it will continue to receive funding for the PHI Programme if the DST’s 
SIF Programme is supported by National Treasury.

For more information on the PHI Programme, please contact
Junette Davids at junette@fpef.co.za



FPEF members are invited to the first-ever FPEF Transformation Seminar, which will be hosted 
on 24 October 2017 at ARC Infruitec on the Helshoogte Road in Stellenbosch. The seminar will 
focus on proactive transformation in the South African fresh produce industry and is therefore 
aimed at senior decision makers at export companies.

Transformation Seminar: Agenda
10:30-10:45 Tea and registration

10:45-11:00 Johannes Brand (FPEF Transformation Coordinator): Welcome

11:00-11:45 Prof. Jonathan Jansen (former Rector and Vice Chancellor of the University  
  of the Free State): ‘How to Transform with Integrity’

11:45-12:15 Dr Konanani Liphadzi (Fruit SA CEO): ‘Transformation in the fruit sector’

12:15-13:00  Stephen Hobson (Director at Agrifusion): ‘AgriBEE codes’ and a question   
  and answer (Q&A) session

13:00: Lunch

“The pressure is on for both public and private sector firms to demonstrate ‘transformation’. 
The calls for ‘radical economic transformation’ (whatever that means), as well as the student 
protests of 2015 and 2016 emerge out of a frustration with the lack of transformation in South 
African society after 20 years of democracy.

Companies and campuses can do three things: Ignore the clarion call for transformation and 
hope it goes away. Play the game and find all kinds of shortcuts and pay lip service to transfor-
mation. Or embrace the need for transformation in ways that benefit both the company and the 
country.

To not transform, in peace time, can have catastrophic consequences when frustration boils over 
and companies become political targets. This talk is about how to do transformation with integrity 
while we still can.” – Prof. Jonathan Jansen

Please RSVP to johannes@fpef.co.za
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TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVES

FPEF members invited to Transformation Seminar 



The FPEF Graduate Internship programme will enter its third year in 2018. The objective of the 
programme is to place high-calibre tertiary graduates in junior commercial roles at South African 
fresh produce export companies for one-year internships, with a view to provide long-term career 
opportunities for successful interns. 

The vision is to integrate a growing group of talented black individuals into the commercial heart of 
the industry. This would create the prospect for many of these individuals to become future industry 
leaders in executive management and ownership roles.

Incentive for export companies to participate during 2018:
FPEF exporter members are invited to participate in the 2018 internship programme. 
A shortlist of the top candidates (available for placement in 2018) has been finalised, following 
initial interviews with applicants. The FPEF will contribute R3 000 per month to participating 
companies towards intern salaries on a first come, first served basis (terms and conditions ap-
ply). Export companies are also encouraged to apply for further intern funding through AgriSETA. 
In addition, the FPEF will provide intern support through our service provider, Sandra Kruger and 
Associates (SKA).

To sign up for the 2018 internship programme, please contact 
Johannes Brand at johannes@fpef.co.za / 071 688 1888
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TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVES

FPEF Graduate Internship programme
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OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT

Pome fruit production forecast for the European Union:
Apple production in the European Union (EU) indicated a sharp decline (21% or 9.3 million tons) 
since 2016, according to a recent report by the World Apple and Pear Association (WAPA). The 
following downward trend is forecasted for EU apple production, between 2016 and 2017:

• ‘Idared‘ volumes will be 30% lower at 679 000 tons;
• ‘Red Delicious‘ volumes will be 9% lower at 576 000 tons;
• ‘Golden Delicious‘ volumes will be 18% lower at 1.982 million tons;
• ‘Gala‘ volumes will be 3% lower at 1.276 million tons; and the
• volumes of new culitvars will be 15% lower at 133 000 tons.

The total European pear production forecast 
remains relatively stable at 2.148 million tons in 
2017, which is only a slight decrease of 1% since 
2016. The ‘Abate Fetel‘ cultivar is likely to in-
crease with 12% to 332 000 tons, whilst
‘Conference‘ volumes will decline by 7% at 
844 000 tons and ‘Williams Bon Chretien‘ will be 
6% lower at 247 000 tons.

The EU apple and pear production forecast 
presents a possible favourable opportunity for 
South African exporters.

In the rapidly changing environment of today, exporters should be mindful of the export and fruit 
trading process. The economic outlook is an important factor to consider when exporters plan for 
growth or business sustainability. Organisations and leaders should adapt their strategic plan to fit 
the changing international economic environment of fruit trading. The operation and business plan 
should be aligned with the current economic outlook – and be guided by the goals of the strategic 
plan.

“Strategic planning is to a business what a map is to a road rally driver.” – Dix and Mathews: 2002

If we look at the fruit trading environment, a shift from traditional towards more unconventional 
export destinations is a common phenomenon. Herewith some international market and production 
statistics:

The Asian market:
According to a recent SHAFFE report, Asian fruit imports have increased from 14.6% (4.4 million 
tons) in 2005 to 27.5% (9.6 million tons) in 2016. Fruit imported in 2016, ranking from the highest to 
the lowest volumes, were kiwifruit and berries, followed by pome and citrus fruit. The average Asian 
population growth of 16% over the past 15 years, is enough reason for the South African fresh fruit 
export industry to focus its attention on the development of this market.
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OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT

Global citrus production forecast:
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently reported on the expected global 
citrus production volumes:

• The production volumes of oranges are likely to increase to 50.2 million tons, in comparison 
with 49.8 million tons in 2010;

• Soft citrus production has increased significantly over the past seven years and is now 
     estimated at 28.5 million tons, versus 20.7 million tons in 2010;
• Grapefruit volumes are estimated at 5.9 million tons, in comparison with 5.4 million tons 
      in 2012; and
• Lemon production should increase by 4% to around 7.2 million tons, in comparison with 6.3 

million tons in 2012.

We can all get lost in the information... Is it the more intelligent person that makes the best decision 
or is the best decision made by the person with the best access to accurate information? 

With a glimpse on the economic outlook and the possibility to align resources and exploit future 
opportunities, the fruit export environment is still very dynamic and more competitive than ever.  

Countries are protecting their own borders and, as a result, we see an increase in non-trade 
barriers. All over the world, distrust seems to be of great concern amongst people – towards 
governments and amongst consumers. Can South African fresh fruit exporters rebuild trust 
amongst consumers?

In our era, the once thriving Rolling Stone magazine, is selling its controlling stake amidst an 
increasingly uncertain future. This emphasises the need to plan for the future. 
Strategic planning that considers the economic outlook provides South African fresh fruit exporters 
with the opportunity to grow and keep their businesses sustainable by adapting to our 
ever-changing environment. 

For more information on operational management/technical issues, please contact
Werner van Rooyen at werner@fpef.co.za



8

In September 2017, a Fruit South Africa (FSA) delegation, which included the FPEF CEO, visited 
Hanoi in Vietnam to follow up on market access and development issues for South African fruit. The 
delegation, together with staff members of the South African Embassy in Hanoi, attended meetings 
with fruit importers as well as with the Vietnamese Plant Protection Department (PPD).

During this meeting, the potential of changing Vietnam from a permit to a protocol market was 
discussed, with the most important outcome being confirmation of a verification visit by the PPD to 
South Africa – scheduled for the first week of March 2018. Whilst the upcoming visit will be 
focused on table grapes; the FSA delegation requested that market access for oranges will also be 
addressed.

Participation in the South African Trade, Tourism and Investment Seminar was a highlight on the 
itinerary. The Premier of the Western Cape, Ms Helen Zille, was the keynote speaker at this 
prestigious event – hosted by the South African Embassy in Hanoi, in collaboration with the Western 
Cape Provincial Government and Wesgro (Tourism, Trade and Investment Promotion Agency 
for the Western Cape).

At the South African Trade, Tourism and Investment Seminar, hosted in Hanoi, Vietnam, at 
which the Premier of the Western Cape, Ms Helen Zille, was the keynote speaker.

FRUIT SOUTH AFRICA

Market access and development visit to Vietnam
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The proposed establishment of a South African Chamber of Commerce (SACHAM) in Vietnam is an
interesting development. It will facilitate trade relations between South Africa and Vietnam and function 
like other chambers of commerce, such as those in the UK, USA and in Europe. In order to establish
SACHAM under Vietnamese Law; 30 corporate founding members – i.e. licensed South African
companies, are required. This does not include a financial commitment, but only an expression of interest 
in order to secure the required 30 corporate members for the establishment of SACHAM in Vietnam.

Businesses interested in joining SACHAM, please contact
 the FPEF CEO, Anton Kruger, at anton@fpef.co.za

The FSA delegation and Ms Marida van der Westhuizen-Nel (First Secretary: Trade at the SA Embassy in Hanoi; third 
from the right) meeting with the Vietnamese Plant Protection Department (PPD) above and with members of the Viet-

namese fruit importer group, Klever Fruits, below left. Fruit baskets are popular gifts in Vietnam, below right.

FRUIT SOUTH AFRICA

Proposed South African Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam
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Asia Fruit Logistica 2017 was bigger and better than ever before, with 13 000 visitors from 76 
countries. It indicated a 16% increase on the visitor count of the previous year. The 813 exhibitors 
from 43 countries marked an increase of 50 exhibitors in comparison with 2016. 

Whilst participation of the South African fresh fruit export industry in this event was funded by 
industry (FPEF, SATI, HORTGRO, the CGA, Subtrop and the Western Cape Department of 
Agriculture) over the past five years; the Department of Trade and Industry (dti) sponsored our 
participation this year. Thanks to the support of the dti, our much bigger national pavilion (300m²)
created a wonderful impression and South Africa jumped ahead of the USA to 6th position on the 
official list of exhibiting countries!

Our stand was constantly busy with back-to-back meetings and a vast number of trade visitors and 
enquiries. Marketing material included the distribution of 800 FPEF Export Directories and 1000 USB 
cards (the electronic version in English and Mandarin). The production of these popular USB cards 
was funded by the FPEF and some of our members: AS Viljoen & Seuns Boerdery, GoGlobal, 
Niche Fruit, the PPECB and Southern Fruit Trading.

TRADE FAIRS

Asia Fruit Logistica 2017
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The South African pavilion and our colourful stand at Asia Fruit Logistica, as well as the FPEF team (below): 
Werner van Rooyen (back); Junette Davids, Marletta Kellerman and Anton Kruger (FPEF CEO).



World Food Moscow is focused on all sectors of the food and beverage industry.
From 11 to 14 September this year, this large trade fair attracted 1433 exhibitors from 65 countries and 
28 922 visitors from 89 countries. 

The Department of Trade and Industry (dti) again organised and funded a South African pavilion, at 
which the FPEF participated as one of the co-exhibitors. Our presence not only helped to raise
awareness of South African fruit, but the FPEF also received more trade leads than in previous years, 
which were communicated to our members.

TRADE FAIRS

World Food Moscow 2017
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We hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter.

FPEF members are welcome to send comments, contributions or queries to
the editor, Desireé Thompson, at desireethompson@mweb.co.za 

The South African pavilion (top left) and the FPEF stand (top right) at World Food Moscow.


