
 

 

 

 

             
COMPANY PROFILE AND FACT SHEET FOR (STREETWIRES) 

 
COMPANY PROFILE 
Streetwires began in the year 2000, when founder Patrick Schofield was so impressed by the ingenuity of a 
working wire radio that an idea began to form, an idea for a company that would support, promote and 
market this dynamic medium while providing a sustainable income to previously disadvantaged artists. 
Patrick was soon joined by marketing specialist Anton Ressel and wire artist Winston Rangwane, and the 
three partners began to lay the ground for what is now a well recognized brand in the craft sector. 
Describing itself as a social enterprise, Streetwires was officially registered as a company in 2002, at the 
same time moving to its current premises in Bokaap, Cape Town. 
 
The company’s mission soon evolved into a duel pronged one, sustaining the fully employed artists and 
admin staff and designing and producing the finest, most imaginative wire art of the highest quality.  
 
COMPANY PHILOSOPHY  
As a social enterprise, Streetwires puts people before profit. While they have received financial assistance in 
the form of grants for product development and internal social interventions, Streetwires functions as a 
business and pays its own way. The company does have a policy of hiring internally should an administrative 
position become available and it has been wonderfully rewarding to watch individuals grow within the 
company ( an example of which is Nolobabalo Komsana who joined Streetwires as a beader with no 
computer literacy skills at all, who now runs an Access based data base system!) 
 
While they try to recycle as much as possible, their carbon footprint is very light as they use little machinery 
and almost all of their products are made entirely by hand. 
 

COMPANY NAME: Streetwires Artist Collective CC 

MAIN CONTACT: CONTACT TEL (W): 021 426 2475 

EMAIL: info@streetwires.co.za 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 77 Shortmarket Street, Cape  

Town, 8001  

 

TRADING NAME: Streetwires 

POSITION:  Riaan Hanekom General Manager 

CONTACT TEL (CELL): 0822243873 

WEBSITE: www.streetwires.co.za 

POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 50172, Waterfront, 8002 

 

Titles and contacts of local publications (Include magazines, newspapers etc.)  

Get It 

 You Magazine and Time Out 
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Finally, they really love wire art and strive to always push the envelope in terms of design and style. 
 
PRODUCT INFORMATION 
Wire art is an incredibly versatile medium, with the only real limitation being the imagination of the 
maker/designer. 
For this reason Streetwires provides a service to a very broad target audience, in fact one could say that 
almost anyone could be a customer of Streetwires at one time at another – it may be a corporate gift, 
favours for a wedding or other celebratory function, home décor or a private commission. At one stage they 
had almost 8000 items catalogued on their database.  They  their clients a vast catalogue which includes 
Christmas ornaments, keyrings, fridge magnets, animal figurines, flowers, lighting, home décor , region 
specific products, occasion specific products and much, much more!  
 
Streetwires also offers a custom service from which many of our sales are derived. Some of their custom 
work again ranges from a tiny mosquito for a candle company to a life size beaded elephant for a well-
recognized local liqueur brand. 
 
PEOPLE 
 Patrick Schofield (Founder/CEO/Shareholder) 
Patrick is a business science graduate who has invested in and founded a diverse group of companies, all 
with a view to furthering social enterprise as a business model. Although he is no longer based at Streetwires 
full time, he is still regularly involved in an advisory capacity. 
 
Riaan Hanekom (General Manager/Shareholder/Wire artist) 
Riaan, or Madala as he is fondly known to the staff, comes from an industrial production management 
background and joined Streetwires in 2002. Riaan began as production manager at Streetwires, organizing 
the artists into manageable teams and greatly improving our production flow systems. While working in the 
studio, he learned the craft of wire art, much to the delight of the artists, and now turns out the odd 
masterpiece himself! Riaan became a shareholder in 2008. 
 
Bernadette Williams (Accounts Manager) 
Bernadette, or Bernie as she is known to us, joined Streetwires in 2011.Bernie is incredibly efficient and has 
the patience of a saint. She is responsible for all bookkeeping and is also most often the friendly voice that 
greets callers. Bernie also serves as a mother to us all and as such is beloved by artists and staff. 
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Lauren-Joy Rosenbach ( Export and Retail Sales Manager) 
Lauren has been with Streetwires since 2008, filling the position of Custom and Corporate Sales Manager 
until 2012 when she moved into export and retail sales. Lauren also works closely with the sample artists, 
mentoring them and urging them to constantly hone and improve their talent. Lauren is passionate about 
both wire art and client services and strives at all times to meet the needs of our very valuable customers. 
She is also known to make a mean cheesecake. 
 
Reginald Mangwiro (Corporate and Custom Sales Manager) 
Reg is an all-round star and has been involved in all aspects of the organization since he joined in 2006. His 
super power is all things to do with computers, and as such his special moniker within Streetwires is The IT 
Ninja. Reg has grown brilliantly into his new position in corporate sales and also handles workshops, wire art 
demonstrations and workshop tours. Reg is also passionate about music and djs under the name Dj Clique! 
 
Patson Marange (Stores and Procurement Manager) 
Mr Marange joined Streetwires as an artist in 2008, but has since been promoted to stores manager and as 
such it his responsibility to both procure necessary materials and dispense them to the artists as per job 
card. He is extremely conscientious and makes a point of liaising with the sales people about bead colours 
and special instructions. A deeply religious man, Patson frequently plays gospel in his storeroom and is 
respected as a man of wisdom and integrity.  
 
Artwell Munenura (Head Sample Artist) 
Artwell Munenura, or Artie as he is known joined Streetwires in 2002, Artie has either created or overseen 
the creation of most of the 8000 products that have been catalogued since then. His attention to detail and 
his pioneering of various techniques (often duplicated by other wire artists today) makes him a true wire art 
master.  
 
Nolubabalo Komsana (Sales Administrator and Shop Manager) 
Nobs is a true Streetwires success story. She joined street wires in 2007, and has since worked her way up 
from beader to sample master beader to shop assistant and now works as an all-rounder with her primary 
focus on sales administration. She is also a real multitasker, assigning codes to new products on the 
database, issuing samples, following up with sales people and sometimes dealing directly with clients. We 
are hoping for an advance in science that will allow us to clone her. 
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Michael Mahlauli (Studio Team Leader) 
Mike manages the 911 team and is responsible for distributing work amongst his team and ensuring that 
high quality standards are maintained as well as ensuring that orders are completed on time. He is an easy 
going guy who handles pressure well and is always friendly and helpful.  
 
Nicolas Maqondo (Studio Team Leader) 
Nic has been with Streetwires since 2003. While most of our male artists joined Streetwires as fully skilled 
artists, Nic started as a novice within the studio and has become an excellent artist specializing in animals 
and was responsible for the development of our beautiful buck range. Nic says that his feeling for animal 
forms began as a young boy in Limpopo, herding his family’s livestock. Nic is the team leader of the 
Smackdown team. 
 
 
USP’S (UNIQUE SELLING POINTS) 
 

 Streetwires offers a professional and reliable service to a broad range of customers from private 

individuals, retail outlets both small and large, local and international corporations.  

 Streetwires offers a broad catalogue of range items as well as offering a customized craft service 

 A focus on design and access to a wide choice of materials means that Streetwires offers the highest 

quality wire and bead art that is internationally recognized as some of the best of South African 

craft. 

 Streetwires, respects and values its staff and artists and invests much into the personal development 

and skills development of its team 

 
AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 
Primarily for the work accomplished through Streetwires, founder Patrick Schofield won the Top Billing 
Entrepreneur of the Year award 2008 and in 2009 won the Ernst & Young/Schwab Foundation Social 
Entrepreneur Award of the Year for South Africa & Africa. Streetwires also won the Exporter of the Year in 
2006. The company regularly receives visitors from colleges and universities around the world who come to 
observe and learn from them as a social enterprise. Streetwires is a registered Fair Trade Organisation and 
has been named a 'Craft Icon' in the Western Cape. 
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OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION 
Streetwires is a family and each member of the team is regarded as valuable. Although there is a structural 
hierarchy, there is very little sense of this in the office as we believe in team work. The team work ethic has 
allowed them to take on huge and sometimes seemingly insurmountable commissions but they have always 
managed to get it done in time. Examples of huge orders include the 2000 soccer boots they made for 
Adidas in 2010, 3500 pieces of table ware that they created in the same year for a catering company 
responsible for the national stadium canteens, the 200 sheep they sent to New York in 2008, 1000 picture 
frames that they designed and produced for Wimpy, 10 000 bathroom caddies which they supplied to 
Woolworths in 2012 and 42 000 mini charms that they created for Johnny Walker in 2011. A good example 
of impossible commissions are the two fully beaded and detailed 2.4m replica Volkswagens that they  
created for their 60th anniversary in 2011, each was in created in six days and the way that the team pulled 
together during those separate commission will forever go down in Streetwires legend. 
 
Social interventions have included talks on health, art excursions for our very talented sample artists who 
have had no art education whatsoever (these include, amongst others, a visit to sculptor Donald Grieg’s 
Waterfront foundry, visits to art galleries and most recently a very special visit to the amazing Hand Spring 
Puppet company, where the wonderful puppeteers demonstrated their work and technique and even 
animated some of the puppets for us! 
 
Last year, one of their interns arranged a walk up Lions Head for the artists, an operational feat indeed, 
allowing the staff to see our beautiful city in a completely new way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                 

               


